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11th Folklore Fellows’ Summer School:

Interdisciplinarity and Involvement: 
Enduring and Emerging Sites of the 
Vernacular

Helsinki and Tvärminne, Finland, 
17th–21st August 2026

Folklorists develop specialized skills and repertoires of 
methods and theories for investigating the circula-

tion and operation of forms of vernacular culture among 
groups and networks, including narrative, local knowl-
edge, verbal art, embodied practices, as well as heritage 
and memory work, while critically examining the ide-
ological underpinnings shaping these processes. This 
specialization forms a backbone of disciplinary identity. 
However, this identity is also fundamentally interdiscipli-
nary, requiring individual folklorists to develop specialist 
knowledge in the area studies and disciplines connected 
to their particular focus, interests and research materials. 
Interests in vernacular knowledge and perspectives are 
booming, making folklorists’ skills a valuable commodity. 
Interdisciplinary research and collaboration are in increas-
ing demand both within academia and in engagements 
with the public sector. The movement of methods and 
theories across di� erent disciplines has become increas-
ingly common, yet adapting methods and ideas is not the 
same as gaining specialist perspectives. The 2026 Folklore 
Fellows’ Summer School (FFSS) focuses on what folklorists 

can bring to interdisciplinary collaborations and the roles 
folklorists can � ll in today’s rapidly changing societies. 
Rather than focusing on the role of interdisciplinarity 
in one’s own research, this FFSS will help young folklor-
ists develop perspectives on the value and potential of 
folklorists to contribute to research, debate and societal 
engagement beyond our � eld.

This week-long event gathers young folklorists with 
a team of instructors with extensive experience in di� erent 
domains of interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral work. The 
FFSS brings into focus the value and potential of folklore 
research, highlighting that interdisciplinarity is, by de� -
nition, dependent on specialist disciplinary knowledge 
and skill sets. Such specialization provides foundations 
for a researcher identity as they engage with and extend 
their specialization into other � elds. As multidisciplinary 
collaborations become increasingly commonplace in the 
humanities, this FFSS will introduce young scholars to the 
potentials and pitfalls of such collaborations, while also 
equipping them to present their potential, as folklorists, 
for collaborations when applying for grants and positions 
in academic, public or private sectors.

FFSS

The call for participants will be opened in April 2025. Please follow us at

https://www.folklorefellows.� /folklore-fellows-summer-school/

for current information.


